SchoolSafety.gov Back-to-School Toolbox

Resources for the K-12 Community

Safer schools start with you.

members of the K-12 community, including school and district leaders, teachers and
staff, students and families, and law enforcement and local partners to enhance or

inform school safety efforts. Please note this is not an exhaustive list and each school
has unique considerations. Visit SchoolSafety.gov for additional tools, resources, and

best practices.

> This assessment tool can be used to evaluate existing
physical security measures and identify opportunities
for improvement.

> This toolkit can assess preparedness for responding to an
active assailant event.

> These tabletop exercise packages can be used to practice
school emergency operations plans in preparing for and
responding to incidents like cybersecurity breaches and
active assailant threats.

> This checklist summarizes key elements for developing or
refreshing a school emergency operations plan.

> This brief covers essential aspects of a school threat
assessment and report program.

> This quick reference guide provides key strategies and
corresponding worksheets to assess and respond to social
media-based and other types of anonymous threats.

> These resources and services can reduce risk and advance
school and district cybersecurity capabilities.

Build your toolbox for a safe school year. The following tools can be used by various \I)

These lesson plans and classroom activities educate
students on the topics of online privacy and safety, digital
citizenship, and cyberbullying.

This handout provides tips on identifying and responding
to instances of online child exploitation.

This framework highlights the foundational features of a
comprehensive school mental health system.

These fact sheets share key information about teen
vaping, effects of nicotine, and how teachers and staff can
help students quit.

These quick tips outline actionable steps to effectively
respond to bullying.

This tool compiles federal school safety funding
opportunities in one location and sends alerts when new
grants are announced.

These guides can help parents and caregivers start
productive and supportive conversations with students
about substance use and online safety.

School Safety: We’re in it together.

Find more back-to-school safety resources and information at
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https://www.schoolsafety.gov/
https://www.cisa.gov/school-security-assessment-tool
https://portal.cops.usdoj.gov/resourcecenter/Home.aspx?item=cops-r1181
https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/services/cisa-tabletop-exercise-packages
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/resource/k-12-school-planning-and-response-teams-developing-and-enhancing-school-emergency
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/sites/default/files/2025-04/SchoolSafety.gov%20Issue%20Brief_Threat%20Assessment%20and%20Reporting%20Resources%20for%20K-12%20Schools_April%202025_508.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/ATRGRefGuide508.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/resources/no-cost-cybersecurity-services-and-tools
https://consumer.ftc.gov/features/youville
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/24_09_20_K2P_Tips2Identify-How2Respond-for-Educators.pdf
https://www.schoolmentalhealth.org/media/som/microsites/ncsmh/documents/bainum/Advancing-CSMHS_September-2019.pdf
https://digitalmedia.hhs.gov/tobacco/hosted/Vaping-ECigarettes-Youth-Toolkit-Jul-2025.pdf
https://www.stopbullying.gov/prevention/on-the-spot
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/grants-finder-tool
https://www.samhsa.gov/substance-use/prevention/talk-they-hear-you/parent-resources/conversation
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-12/25_1210_K2P_Have-the-Talk.pdf
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/find-school-safety-resources
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/back-to-school-campaign



